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INHOUD VAN HET ABSTRACT
Achtergrond / Inleiding:

Thelevels of stigmaand marginalization of people living with AIDS in our communities has continued to increase
throughout the 20 years of the epidemic. Despite increasing knowledge about the disease, we can find family members,
neighbors, employers, and health professionals who marginalize AIDS patients because of fear of infection and because
of moral judgments regarding the behavior of these patients. For these reasons, many patients are scared to go out and
face the community, especially when the disease has deteriorated them and such condition is evident. These patients are
socially isolated; fear for their lives; receive little community support; and have greater symptoms of depression and
other manifestations of mental health issues.

Methode / Ervaring:

The Grupo ¢ A poyG< kganization (Support Group, by its English translation) has established a program of visitsto
AIDS patieriy_\in the B_yinguen neighborhood. These visits are done by volunteers. A training program was devel oped
for home visite_ wupport for bedridden patients, and emotional support and counseling. The families in the neighborhood
were Vi Wted durlig hthe 2002-208¢ 7 ¥ to identify new families with persons living with AIDS, and the network of

7

outreat_sand supp 't was g “sed.

Resultaten / Beste praktijken:

During the year 2,880 visits were made for a totald, ’o0 cumytve patt nt visits. A-ntal of 5,760 hours of emotional
support were invested in home visits to these patients and thé ramilie another piect 2 llevement was patient visits
by other patients serving as models for the management of &2 dises

Conclusies / Aanbevelingen:

The home visits model can be alow cost aternative and a great benefit to people living with AIDS in the community.
The model presented by the Grupo de Apoyo organization proved itself useful, involved volunteers, and offered support
to an important group of patientsin the community.

Ik verklaar dat dit abstract het oorspronkelijke werk van de auteur van wie de handtekening hieronder staat is, en dat het niet
elders beschermd wordt door internationale copyrightbescherming, of die van een ander land. Ik verleen toestemming voor de
publicatie van dit abstract in enige en alle gedrukte, online of elektronische materialen die in samenwerking met Eén
multicultureel Caraibisch gebied verenigd tegen HIV/AIDS worden uitgegeven.

Ik aanvaard alle voorwaarden met betrekking tot de indiening en presentaties van abstracten, zoals uiteengezet op blz. 12 van
de Conferentieaankondiging.
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